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Evidence-Based Advocacy, the catalyst for change:

A Dialogue between Parliamentarians and HIV impacted communities.

 21st August 2007  Main Hall, Conference Venue, ICAAP 8, Sri Lanka
	Presenter
	Country
	NGO Message
	MP Commitment

	Mr Jimmy Peters
	Papua New Guinea
	For PNG the message to MPs is simple. How can we make sure that prevention messages are not just urban based. The majority of Papua New Guineans do not know what HIV is, nor do they get opportunities to meet parliamentarians, except when they are campaigning for elections. Our plea is, can MPs deliver HIV prevention messages with the same passion as they deliver their campaign speeches. Who is going to make the difference? 

PNG’s 5 year HIV plan, must deliver life saving information to every citizen. PNG International donors especially from Australia give a lot of money to projects, but the real need is for  basic preventative information to come from the government of the country through the MPs.

Start with the schools and the education system so that we have HIV- smart kids who can deliver the messages to their parents, who do not have the opportunities to receive the messages. 


	No MPs from PNG were able to attend the symposium due to the timing of the election campaign in PNG. However Senator Malinee from Thailand is in regular communication with Lady Carol Kidu who was scheduled to attend. During the Symposium, Senator Malinee committed to discussing the Symposium with Lady Kidu and passing on the recommendations for action made by  Mr Jimmy Peters.

	Senator Malinee Sukavejworakit, MP
Dr Tuenjai Deetes, MP
Ms Supecha Baotip, NGO Interpreter

Ms Areerak Oumim, NGO,
Ms Wanthong Rattanasongkram, NGO
	Thailand
	1. Reproductive Health care services for women should empower women to help them make choices from all available services. 

For women

· Pre/post HIV test counselling should be strictly voluntary and be effective in helping  women  assess their risk  properly 

· Informed choice of drugs available for PMTCT  

· Choices for contraception and getting pregnant 

· Help women understand  the cultural factors regarding  their attitudes, and to know that they have the right to express their opinions and needs, and reject unsafe sex practices

For men

More programs to encourage men to understand their attitudes that block them from performing participatory parenthood to be able to:

· express their feelings and needs 

· communicate in sexual relationships 

Direct programming  for male involvement in : 

· Birth control 

· Prevention of unwanted pregnancy 

· Pregnancy preparation and testing 

For health care workers: 

· Knowledge and awareness regarding sexuality and gender 

· Effective counseling skills and practice especially deep listening

· Attitudes and values 

· Respect for women’s choices and rights rather than controlling and deciding  “the best choices” for women 

· Provide choices of contraceptives including female condoms and lubrication

2.  The participation of positive women as part of the counseling system, and in planning  of  programmes for prevention and care for women  

3.  VCT and prevention programmes need to be scaled up to include those who currently fall through the gaps such as migrants,and women drug users.

Women (IDUs) /(DU) prevention programmes need to include Neeedle and Syringe exchange  /implementation of harm reduction eg Methadone-for pregnant women  
	1. Will tell other MPs what NGOs are doing.
2. Refer messages on to policy makers in Ministry of Health as well as other MPs, because they have the opportunity to address these issues, even better than MPs.

3. The new Thai Constitution has much improved clauses and statements regarding the status of women and the promotion of women’s rights. The National Legislative Assembly needs to hear these stories as women’s experiences are not often heard about at that level.

	Ms Nguyen Thi Kha, MP
Mr Dinh Ngoc Quy, MP secretariat interpreter

Ms Trinh Thi Thuy Ngan, NGO 

Ms Phan Vu Diem Hang, NGO Interpreter


	Vietnam
	1.
The National Assembly and Government to facilitate  establishing associations of people living with HIV/AIDS, so that we can help each other more effectively, and also for us to have more chance to better contribute to the community, especially in the fight with AIDS pandemic.

Legally, people with HIV have the right to set up Associations. Yet in reality, no group in Vietnam has been able to achieve legal status. Therefore, we face difficulties in implementing activities or receiving support. 

2.
The National Assembly and Government are urged to fund relevant agencies for communication work, so that HIV/AIDS policies can be realized more widely and truly, thus reducing stigma and discrimination towards people with HIV/AIDS.

As I mentioned above, there are many gaps in communication and realization of laws – for example among journalists and labor employers. Radically addressing these gaps should be an urgent need.

3.
The National Assembly and Government are urged to improve the access to, and the continuality, effectiveness and quality of ARV and OI treatments for people with HIV in general and for those who are kept in social labor education and rehabilitation centers in particular.
	1. Responsibility for ensuring the new HIV/AIDS law of 2007, relating to HIV prevention is implemented in relation to what the NGO presenter has recommended. 
· To also ensure treatment and care remain viable

· To ensure acceptable ARVs are available for all positive people

2. Will talk to others regarding legal status of NGO associations in Vietnam. (NB. Currently NGOs are not recognized in Vietnam, in an official capacity).

	Dr Hakim Sorimuda Pohan, MP

Mr Deradjat Ginandjar, NGO
	Indonesia
	1.  Request increase in national budget for HIV programming at all levels
2. Improved policies and conditions for prisoners, especially drug users so that if HIV positive, can have access to ARVs.

3.  Need champions in parliament to support prisoners and drug users basic human rights

4. Policies and laws at national level need to filter through to provincial and city governments, as very little awareness at this level of what national policies are. Some of these are good but little awareness outside the National level. eg recognition of GIPA
	Personal commitment to all requests. 

1. Government of Indonesia has pledged to increase HIV budgeting to 300 million dollars by 2010, a 3 fold increase on 2007.
2.  Government has many calls on budget for its 17000 islands. Still in recovery from tsunami and Avian flu. Maternal mortality also high  However, HIV prevention is high on government agenda. Awareness that needs to be transmitted from national level to provincial and district. Personal commitment to alert colleagues at provincial level to allocate budget for HIV.

Need help from National AIDS Commission as well as NGO advocates for this.
3. Narcotics law review – will work towards in next year.



	Ms Peou Savoeun, MP

Ms Nhim Davy, MP Secretariat, Interpreter
	Cambodia
	
	Committed to ensuring laws related to HIV, GBV and illicit drug use are implemented

	Dr Phonetep Pholsena, MP
	Lao PDR
	
	Committed to greater involvement of PLHA in making MPs aware of needs for prevention treatment and care, particularly ensuring ARVs are available and that stigma and discrimination issues are addressed.


