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The information contained in this report is drawn from multiple sources including Twitter Chats, consultation
responses, an extensive literature review and expert inputs. Swasti, The Health Catalyst would like to thank The
Partnership for Maternal and Child Health (The Partnership, PMNCH), United Nations Populations Fund (Global),
Women Deliver, CORE Group and Asia Pacific Alliance for SRHR for co-hosting the Twitter Chat that led the
conversation around “The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights”.

The views expressed in this publication do not represent those of any of the organizations/institutions/entities
mentioned above.

Swasti (Wellbeing in Sanskrit) is a Global South civil society organization with a footprint across 30 countries
including India, having directly enriched the lives of 500,000+ among the most vulnerable, poor and marginalized in
the last 16 years.

Swasti's Learning4impact (L4i) programme supported by USAID India Health Office develops and synthesizes
actionable insights for program and policy design and to guide investments. L4i uses learnings drawn from the
health sector to design new approaches to scale and expand the impact of USAID programs; contributes to policy
discussions with national and state governments; meaningfully engages public-private partnerships, and promotes
cross-learning between partners for more effective implementation. Working across the priority thematic areas of
RMNCH+A, TB, HIV, and health systems strengthening, L4i provides three key kinds of support to the Health Office:
monitoring and evaluation, evidence and learning, and strategic support.

Photos: Quartz Africa (p.3), Bustle.com (p. 14), Devex.com (p. 17), Latimes.com (p.20), Getty Images (p.24), Dr.Angela
Chaudhuri (p.27),HumanRightsCareers.com (p.30),Shutterstock.com(p.33), Women's Action Group (p.36)

Authors: Shrirupa Sengupta, Pragathi R.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights Twitter Chat was ideated by Dr. Angela
Chaudhuri, Partner, Swasti and Catalyst Management Services and Health lead of the #COVIDActionCollab.

The information contained in this resource may be reproduced for non-commercial purposes with attribution.

This report is made possible by the support of the American People through the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID). The Learning4impact partnership is supported by USAID/India Health Office,
under Cooperative Agreement # 72038618CA00001 with Swasti. The information provided in this report is not official
U.S. Government information and does not necessarily represent the views or positions of USAID, the United States
Government, or Swasti.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report


http://www.swasti.org/
http://www.learning4impact.in/
http://www.swasti.org/
https://cms.org.in/
http://www.covidactioncollab.in/

 USAID

& FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

CONTENT

Executive Summary
Stories the Tweets told us
Spotlight
8 of the many voices, amplified by Twitter users
| want to tell...

SHORTS
On Comprehensive Sexual Education (CSE)
On Advocacy
On Gender & Equal Representation
On Health System Strengthening
On Policy & Politics
On Safety, Security and Justice
On Services and Commodities

Conclusion
Recommendations

Annexe O1: Resources/Links shared

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report

#i: Swastl

®e¢® THE HEALTH CATALYST

10
N
12

13
13
17
20
24
27
33
36

38
39
40



#i: Swastl

®e¢® THE HEALTH CATALYST

USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

-

Z §

Y
N
=

PC: QuartzAfrica
Actively listening to the lived human experience of people is the first step towards creating
policies and interventions that work. On the weekend of May 29th - May 3lst, 2020, following

the observation of Menstrual Health Day on May 28th, 2020 - Swasti, The Health Catalyst

co-hosted a #TwitterChat on the Impact of Covid-19 on Sexual and Reproductive Health and

Rights with leaders from The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (The

Partnership, PMNCH), United Nations

Population Fund (Global), Women Deliver, SwastHC

CORE group and Asia Pacific Alliance for SRHR.

INGOs, Community Organizations, Community

SRHRisEssential
Twitter Chat Tracker

Institutions, Individuals and NGOs came
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together throughout the weekend to bring to light issues, interventions and resources. This

Twitter Chat was titled the #SRHRisEssential twitter chat, augmenting the ongoing rich and

nuanced conversations around the same that had bubbled up in different pockets, in

different countries and contexts. The hashtag enabled the coming together of various voices

in a discourse on how SRHR is essential in the times of COVID-19.

Between May 29th to May 3lst, 2020, the continued conversations saw significant resonance

with 76% Retweets. Swasti, The Health Catalyst had a 12.4% share of voice. (Data Courtesy:

Konnect Insights)

The conversation did not just end
there. The Twitter Chat then powered
different small and big collaborative
groups online and offline and the
conversations continued with a spike
in the month of June 2020 and

continued through to July 2020.

The associated hashtags used in the
Original Tweets

16.1%

Twitter Chat between May 29th to

Replies

May 3lst, 2020 touched upon aspects
of gender,menstrual wellness,
covid-19 and associated hashtags,
adolescents and the universal health

care hashtag of #NoOneleftBehind.

#Nepal § hat @Kallan72
#MenstrualWellness #NoOneleftBehind. #ConversationThread01 ~ R N
. N . N #philanthropy. #CovidAction.
#noneleftbehind #community #LeaveNoOneBehind .
#MentalHealth #emergencies

#meternalhealth #Workers #Henya. ggRHRIsEssential: i i
#SRHRisEssential, #COVID__ 19 #SRHRisEssential.

#choice. £COVID. #COVI D 19 ig?leiQ_ #family #power

#COVIDActionCollab

aweekendonat FGRHR #Twitterchat sonteam

#COVID lgf\‘AN= lockdownextension

OnT
NThER0S, 1 archa2020

v e FNOOnNeLeftBehind ez ™

#NursesDay #SRH #Retwest #SRHRACtNOW wnumm’:ﬁf"dfsgo
#NursesDay2020 #WeekendChat. #Covid_19 #SRHRis =y
Fwomeninsexwork, givenFLMIC. #5RHR! #COVID19: @SwastiHC

#inequalities #SRHRisEssential:: #LongWalkHome.
#contraceptives #sexualityeducation #antenatslcare #genderequality #Adolescents
#introductionThread. #OurHealthHeroes. #womeninsexwork #SRHRisEssential #NoOneleftBehind
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By July 2020, the retweets rose to 81% reflecting increasing resonance and interest in the

cause. While some hashtags
Related Topics

remain constant a couple of T Baguords

new ones made an
#covid—19 :
#reprohealthandcovid19 ““"’I"’Ek(f‘md\.{,‘” o
. Shor 4 #feministfriday
appearance. (Information #feministvoices #srhr :
H#covid Hcsematters
o ) #covid19 #oneteam
Courtesy: Siriti Designs; Tool: #sth  #covid 19 #nooneleftbehind

19 Hcse
#nf:lr-\Pﬁw—oﬁm‘:\, Ithmatters covidi9rmnhke
ayavoices gnolockdownonr
Keyh0|e) #tknowthepanelist #twit
Social Media Post Types Swasti's Learning4impact program that has
been working on the areas of Reproductive,
Maternal, Neo-Natal, Child Health,
Adolescent Health and TB extensively
o 1% studies fragmented data to arrive at
Reply 6%
L actionable insights for the sector. This
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includes undertaking Listening Exercises on key issues.

The team examined a sample of over 5000 tweets spanning the time period and the

trends reflect the key aspects being discussed around #SRHRisEssential as being:

—_

Comprehensive Sexual Education
Advocacy

Gender & Equal Representation
Health System Strengthening
Policy and Politics

Rights

Safety, Security and Justice

® N O A NN

Services and Commodities

For each aspect, the stories, perspectives and insights shared through the tweets
were read in sync with the country context, global datasets and news headlines and
you will find actionable paragraphs in the section titled “Shorts” in this report.
This Listening report can be used to inform perspective on the
experiences of individuals and communities as the world continues to
respond to COVID-19 and to join the conversation. SRHR is essential and

cuts across the 8 aspects that are being most spoken of.

The pandemic has deepened the fault lines in how the world has treated its
community systems, the social structures and health systems, and aggravated the
inaccessibility to reproductive health, services and commodities for the most poor

and marginalized; thus hitting at the very root of reproductive rights.

" You can access the resources created by Learningdimpact at www.learning4impact.in

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
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Twitter users talking about #SRHRisEssential - includes community members represented by the co-hosts - The
Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (The Partnership, PMNCH), United Nations Population Fund
(Global), Women Deliver, CORE group, Asia Pacific Alliance for SRHR and Swasti, The Health Catalyst.
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POSTS USERS ENGAGEMENT REACH IMPRESSIONS

ACCESS TO COMPREHENSIVE
SEXUAL
EDUCATION

CONTRACEPTIVES

HUMAN RIGHTS

CSE PREVENTS TEEN €} AND
® SEXUAL VIOLENCE AMONG ADOLESCENTS

CSE IS A NECESSITY AS COVID-19

ABSENCE OF SRHR AMID
(% INCREASES CHANCES OF ADOLESCENTS -6 COVID-19 COULD LEAD TO

7 MILLION UNINTENDED
PREGNANCIES 7

The |mp BEING VULNERABLE TO UNWANTED e Healtlr

SEXUAL ADVANCES ONLINE
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COVID-19 ACCENTUATED THE
INACCESSIBILITY TO SRHR SERVICES
AND COMMODITIES

INACCESIBILITY GAP

5,633 MOBILE SRH CLINICS ACROSS
: 164 COUNTRIES HAVE SHUT DOWN
m DUE TO COVID-19, AFFECTING 47
MILLION WOMEN

GENDER AND SEXUAL EQUALITY AS PART p SEVERED SUPPLY OF MENSTRUAL
"~ OF THE CRISIS MITIGATION STRATEGY & HYGIENE PRODUCTS FOR YOUNG
GIRLS

HEALTH SYSTEM STRENGTHENING
IS THE NEED OF THE HOUR

NECESARY

HUMAN RIGHTS

GERMANY INCREASED €30
MILLION TO SUPPORT UN'S GLOBAL
RESPONSE TO SRH

ABSENCE OF SRHR AMID UNFPA IS WORKING TO ENSURE

1l

p COVID-19 COULD LEAD TO g"g SRHR ACCESS TO WOMEN FROM
7 MILLION UNINTENDED pNE 7/ AS PART
PREGNANCIES OF HSS

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
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GENDERED IMPACT
OF COVID-19

18 LAKH

CONTRACEPTIVES

800 MILLION FEMALE STUDENTS
LIKELY TO BE PULLED OUT OF
SCHOOLS DUE TO THE PANDEMIC

WOMEN MAKE UP OF 70% OF HEALTH GOVERNMENT POLICIES HAVE
__-e AND SOCIAL SERVICES, YET EARN 79 ﬁ FAILED TO CATEGORIZE SRH AS
CENTS TO EVERY DOLLAR MEN MAKE ‘ESSENTIAL SERVICES'
., KELIN
OKELIN @KELINKenya ( J‘Q:f“ RESURJ v
€fuF|  @RESURJ

Replying to @covaw @Amref_Worldwide and 11 others

The fight to dismantle the systemic nature of #GBV and

The govt. must ensure sufficient and safe shelters for the ways in which guts, legal systems, police forces,
victims of domestic violence & their children. Specific media, & education systems all facilitate this violence is
measures must be set up for women & girls who can't far from over. This #May28 we want to remind these
be admitted to shelters based on possible infection to stakeholders that #SRHRisEssential and

ensure they are quarantined safely. #ENDGBV #WomensHealthMatters

#SRHRisEssential

WGNRR
ﬁ @WGNRR
ARROW & ¥

arrnrw, 46) -
KRS IEas ¥ #ActionAlert #May28: Flood online spaces with

More support needs to be given to women everywhere images and stories that bring focus to the issues of
women and girls’ sexual and reproductive health and

% as there is an increase in the burden that they . ) )

shoulder, from difficulty in accessing #SRHR services to rights. Post a photo or video sho‘wmg Why

an elevated risk of gender-based violence #WomensHealthMatters, #SRHRisEssential, and that
’ there should be #NolockdownOnRights.

ﬁ_'\ Youth Advocacy Network Sri Lanka
\M @YANSriLanka

It is clear that the pandemic will deepen exiting gender
equalities & human rights violations.

Speak out, Mobilize, Assert!

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
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Spotlight

Angela Chaudhuri @Angela_Swasti - May 30

Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 7 others

From the field in Bangalore from our MSM/Trans communities: the
lockdown prevented us from getting HIV tested not only in the centers and
also. in the community.

© 0 2 [ 2 &

The Partnership @PMNCH - May 31

Replying to @SwastiHC @WomenDeliver and 6 others

A migrant worker walking back home to her village amid the lockdown
necessitated by #COVID19, gave birth to a child on the side of the road en
route. An hour after her delivery, the woman recommenced her journey and
walked almost 160 km, according to a Times of India report.

(®] 01 L &
AsiaPacificAlliance @AsiaPacAlliance - May 31 v
Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 6 others
Greater emphasis on telemedicine and self-administered abortion! with
SRHR women are empowered to make decisions over their own bodies
#SRHRisEssential #NoOneLeftBehind
© T L 2B &

v

The Partnership @PMNCH - May 30

Replying to @SwastiHC @WomenDeliver and 6 others
In over 90% of India’s districts, away from the limelight of the cities, women
self-help groups (SHG) are producing facemasks, running community
kitchens, delivering essential food supplies, sensitizing people about health
and hygiene and combating misinformation.

Q1 u 2 ¥

&

Danish Tariq @ @danisht07 - May 31
One of r partner orgs @WonderWomenintl is working to convey PMS info to
youth through social media & at personal space especially during #COVID.
Like that, we need to be known to networks around us & shld support them
all upfront during this (1) bez #0neTeam @

#SRHRisEssential 2/2

v

®) w17 [ JBE &

Tasnia Ahmed @Tasnia_dia - May 31 v
Replying to @SwastiHC @AsiaPacAlliance and 7 others

Better focus on increasing meaningful inclusion youth participation and
Young women should be prioritised to take decision on their bodies
regarding contraception uses and getting safe abortion simultaneously
though telemedicine and technology based supports simultaneously.

®) w1 Q 4 &

emmanuel lekishon @lekishonE - May 30 v

Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 7 others

We can leverage the creativity innovation of young people to find solutions
to SRHR services that have been affected. Community health workers can
also be trained to sensitise on #SRHR issue as they are close to the
community

O n7 ¥ 0

&

. Ramesh Panavalli @rameshDEBENHAMS - May 31

Agree. | think it is also time to reinforce experiences through effective
communication with song both traditional media and digital media. This can
done from the ground level and sharing live experience from the ground and
ones who are impacted . This acts as a differentiator

o) n 2 Qs

&

Lisa Hilmi @lisa_hilmi - May 30

Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 7 others
In the USA, many routine #SRH visits have been cancelled. We need a system
to ensure safe exams, & continuation of SRH services and contraceptives. If
Walmart can open and put screens, OB/GYN and midwives should practice
safely also. #SRHRisEssential

(OR8N 0 s ¥ s &

Meseret Haileyesus ZEl) @Mesidesta - May 31 v
Well said @

Q 0 Q &

Tasnia Ahmed @Tasnia_dia - May 31 v

Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 7 others

In Bangladesh, the adolescent and youth SRHR service Centers are closed
completely and those are converted into #covid19 test Centers.But still these
SRH services are needed in highly,ever better than before, whereas
stakeholders taken steps to closed those. Isn't it ridiculous?

[OX] n 2 Q s &
. Ramesh Panavalli @rameshDEBENHAMS - Jun 14 v
Good to communicate this to rubana haq president of BGMEA
O 1 s V) &
Tasnia Ahmed @Tasnia_dia - Jun 14 v

Thanks for your suggestion, though she belongs to RMG sector, we are
closely connecting to Director General of Health, who is head of adolescent
health. Hope solution will be found out.

O 0 Q1 &
Danish Tariq B @danisht07 - May 31

Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 6 others

We need to collaborate wth e- businesses to enable service delivery & CSOs
working for SRHR & againts violence should be accessible enough for a
common person. 1/2

#SRHRisEssential #OneTeam'

Danish Tarig. @ @danisht07 - May 30

Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 12 others

Undoubtedly #Covid_19 has affected Youth SRHR but it's the right time to
work for it together. We @NYAFPSRH initiated by @YANSRHR are working
collectively for FP and SRH. #SRHRisEssential #TwitterChat #YAN

(O n 1 | 5 i

Angela Chaudhuri @Angela_Swasti - May 30 v
Wonderful to hear that. Can you share what the SRHR challenges are like
because of COVID? #SRHRisEssential

O 0 L &

Danish Tariq B @danisht07 - May 31 v

There was a huge gap already in service availability even before the #COVID
—19 because SRHR isn't a priority like it should be. #COVID—19 has worsen

tht even mare diie to ranid shift of #=: ta seek COVIN effactives nrivate

You can find stories, resources and data

from the ground shared by Twitter users on

#SRHRisEssential at @SwastiHC twitter

handle. You can use it to build the narrative

for action in your own community, locality or country.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
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8 of the many voices, amplified by Twitter users

"Female sex workers are exposed to higher levels of coerced and violent sex. They
need emergency contraception and post exposure prophylaxis. Better integration of
#SRHR and HIV Services is the need of the hour” #SRHRisEssential

"many of our community members_#WomeninSexWork might work at nights and
not be able to access #SRHR services, especially contraceptives, in normal opening
hours. They need support to access services in needy time” #SRHRisEssential

“COVID has created huge gap between #sexworkers and #SRHR services. To reduce
the gap,Govt must take proactive steps to improve the supply of http://Condoms. At
the hospitals, doctors should treat us human beings” #SRHRisEssential

“To improve access to #SRHR services to_#womeninsexwork focus should shift from
'HIV control’ approach to treating us as ‘whole person’ who has right to have access
to satisfying sexual relations, a family..etc” #SRHRisEssential

“Majority of our community members will not use condoms with regular partners.
Unintended pregnancy is common. Information and access to different
contraceptive methods is very essential” #SRHRisEssential

“As health care is not a priority for #womeninsexwork,given their other pressing
needs. Using technology for delivering #SRHR information and provision of online
testing for STI will improve the uptake of #SRHR services."#SRHRisEssential

" #SRHR service provision systems cannot be designed without the input of those
the services seek to serve."#SRHRIisEssential #noneleftbehind

“Due #COVID—19 damage is done in SRHR services. To improve the access to #SRHR
services, Govt should adopt ‘One Stop Shop' approach to provide #HIV & #SRHR
services together. This will increase the uptake.” #SRHRisEssential

You can find more such voices and quotes from across the world reported by Twitter
Users discussing #SRHRisEssential on the @SwastiHC twitter handle. You can use

these to build the narrative for action in your own community, locality or country.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
n
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| want to tell...

- 3 Lisa Hilmi @lisa_hilmi - Jun 1 v
' Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 3 others
| want to tell @USAID @WhiteHouse @congressdotgov @SenateGOP

@SenateDems to fund programs and services for reproductive and sexual
health, to safequard a healthy society now in the future #SRHRisEssential

Q Tl 2 L o
Katja Iversen @Katja_lversen - May 31 .
® Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 3 others

| want to tell every Minister of Health at national + provincial level that they
need to continue to prioritize + fund contraception, safe abortions,
#maternalhealth and other #SRHR service coz #SRHRisEssential. The prize-
and life-tag post #COVID19 will be higher if you don't.

O 1 13 2 ¥ o T

Tasnia Ahmed @Tasnia_dia - May 31 v
Replying to @SwastiHC @PMNCH and 3 others

| want to tell or urge to the government that youth FP/SRH Rights must be
included in the global advocacy to ensure youth choice and demands
accordingly for the near future.

) (0 L A A

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
12



5 Swastl

®e¢® THE HEALTH CATALYST

- USAID learni

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

SHORTS

On Comprehensive Sexual Education (CSE)
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This word cloud has been generated from the keywords from Tweets on the aspect using the hashtag #SRHRisEssential.
You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your efforts.
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Comprehensive sexual education refers to an elaborate curriculum and
method of instruction that is directed at cultivating a healthy outlook
regarding sex, which is inclusive of all genders, based on mutual consent and
respect. A curriculum that fosters understanding among students regarding
sexually transmitted diseases. It is often aimed at reducing teenage or

unwanted pregnancies and sexual violence.

The COVID-19 pandemic compelled schools and educational institutions across
the world to shut down, severing students’ access to CSE.

Ibrahima Bob
@ . O NH Handayani

As we're battling #COVID19 worldwide, we also need to
empower young people to access reproductive health

services. #SRHRisEssential #WomensHealthMatters books n joined @suarapkbi in my teenage years, I

#NolLockdownonRights #May28 @OulimataSarr dunno what risks I had tock. It was a privilege to hv
Fulamuso2 @FASNGO @CoumbaFallVenn access on comprehensive SRHR information #28may
covidl9sn #kebetu @gimacampaign #SRHRisEssential #NoLockdownonRights

#womenhealthmatters

‘; Kaddymngumi

#WomenHealthMatters

#SRHRisEssential

Comprehensive Sexual Education should still be
accessible for young people during the lockdown and
ensure linkage to Adolescence and youth friendly
service

#MHDay2020

12.1f I didnt educate myself with sex education through

@ Ssuubila Development Foundation
@5 bilaDevt

But menstruation-related challenges will persist after
the COVID-19 crisis. To end period stigma and to create
a world in which no woman or girl is held back because
of her period, we urgently need to step up action and
fhokmyc investment. #SRHRisEssential #PassThePad

UNFPA has been
pioneering digital
solutions for the
continuity of sex
and sexuality
education as

schools across the

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
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world are closed down. A global study conducted by UNFPA found that children
with disabilities are nearly three times more likely to be subjected to sexual violence
than children without disabilities. Girls and young women with disabilities face up to
10 times more gender-based violence than those without. Facts like these make it all
the more important to provide access to comprehensive sexuality education to all
people, regardless of disability status. Adolescents across Central Asia and Eastern
Europe still lack CSE, COVID-19 cements the inaccessibility. Dunja Mijatovic, the
current Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights from Bosnia and
Herzegovina writes that CSE prevents children from falling prey to online sexual
offenders and unwarranted sexual advances, which are on the rise due to
confinement induced by COVID-19. Early CSE prevents GBV and gender-based

driscrimination.

With sex being tabooed in the society, it is seldom included in the curriculum of
schools. The Coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent closure of schools have
delivered a massive setback to CSE. Research? has evidenced that abstaining

from CSE negatively impacts safer sex practices and contraceptive consultations.

While flagging the threat COVID-19 poses to sexual and Reproductive health,

O-Plan International’s report advocates the inclusion of CSE in distance learning,

and special packages for those unable to access digital resources. Rutgers, the
Dutch centre of expertise on sexual and reproductive health and rights has
identified that now that adolescents and young children are confined indoors,
there is a high probability of them being vulnerable to unwarranted online
sexual advances, bullying and other crimes. CSE satiates the healthy curiosity
surrounding sex, and offers additional information regarding the importance of

consent, communication and safe sex.

2 Antén Castellanos-Usigli & Doortje Braeken-van Schaik (2019) The Pleasuremeter: exploring the links between
sexual health, sexual rights and sexual pleasure in sexual history-taking, SRHR counselling and education, Sexual
and Reproductive Health Matters, 27:1, 313-315, DOI: 10.1080/26410397.2019.1690334
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Of the Twitter users who discussed about the aspect of Comprehensive Sexual
Education in course of the discourse around #SRHRisEssential, only 23.46%
reported that Comprehensive Sexual Education remains active during COVID-19.
24.8% mentioned that Comprehensive Sexual Education has been discontinued
therefore causing direct or indirect harm to adolescents and youth during
COVID-19. 56.12% mentioned about the importance of Comprehensive Sexual

Education and a significant aspect of #SRHRisEssential irrespective of the
COVID-19 situation.
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This word cloud has been generated from the keywords from Tweets on the aspect using the hashtag
#SRHRIsEssential. You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your
efforts.
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Activists across the world have sought concrete action from governments, by
forming new ways to provide information, ensuring SRHR clinics stay open
and replacing face-to-face consultation with tele-health. The pandemic
spells massive accessibility hurdles for SRHR. Advocates of improving access
to SRHR continue to flag the gender healthcare gaps caused by the
pandemic and the diversion of resources from women'’s health to fight the
pandemic, which is the very root cause of reminding the world that
#SRHRIisEssential.
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WGNRR @WGNRR - May 27 .
ﬁ | 2B Alert #May28: Flood online spaces with images and stories that
bring focus to the issues of women and girls’ sexual and reprﬂcucme health
and rights. Post a photo or video showing »--,hJr #\WomensHealthMatte
f and that there should be #N kdowr jhit
2 NEKESA WANDERA @ Nekesa 001 - May 28 v
B # vVID19 pandemic deepens pre- exlstmg inequalities, exposing

vulnerabllltles in
social, political, and economic systems. #SRHRIsE

@ Oxfam Pilipinas &
o 11cay TICAH KE

Women's health should not be deprioritized in the

#COVID19 response. It's time to recognize women's health as fundamental in
Kenya. What are the approaches in place to address
#WomensHealthMattersKE Join us tomorrow #May28
from 11am-1pm alongside @FHOKenya for a holistic
ConVErsaUOﬂ on why #SRHRIsEssential and

Join the Twitter Rally that will start at 8 p.m. Philippine
Standard Time.

#WomensHealthMatters

#NolLockdownonRights

#SRHRisEssential #

Over 70% of Twitter users who discussed the Advocacy work around Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights during COVID-19 reflected upon the idea that
the work around SRHR was facing stigma and apathy long before the pandemic
and COVID-19 just deepened this divide.

Acknowledging the disruption to SRHR services due to the pandemic, UN
Population Fund is aiding governments in prioritising the needs of women and
girls. They aim to eliminate inaccessibility to family planning services and
commodities, and prevent maternal deaths, GBV, and other allied harmful
practices by 2030.

Meanwhile, Action Canada’s policy brief regarding SRHR, has sought the
inclusion of SRHR in international human rights law, and aims to hold
governments across the world accountable for SRHR obligations. It also
emphasises on SRHR access among marginalised and low-income communities.

YouthlLead Ambassador Social Issue campaigns focused on using technology to
advocate for SRHR in the COVID-19-riddled world. It covered the negative reality
of COVID-19 on women and girls, touching on Gender-Based Violence and
improving access to SRHR via technology.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
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This word cloud has been generated from the keywords from Tweets on the aspect using the hashtag
#SRHRIsEssential.
You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your efforts.

The conversation on Twitter around #SRHRIisEssential pointed out that a gendered
response must and should be a key focus in sexual and reproductive health during
COVID-19. Twitter users pointed out how there is disproportional representation at
decision making tables leading to an exclusion of the gender non binary, the
LGBTQAI+ populations. The Twitter users talking about this reflected how this not
only creates blind spots in gendered response, it also enforces gender stereotypes,
compromises sexual and reproductive health, and overall invalidates the
reproductive rights of gender minorities due to conventional societal norms. The
Twitter users reflected on research that shows that gay men and transgender
people are at a higher risk of acquiring STls like HIV, and this is only aggravated by
unavailability of condoms due to the COVID-19 crisis. Echoing the call for inclusive
policies, Rutgers proposed a positive sexual health model that aimed at
mainstreaming sexual and gender diversity in SRHR.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
20


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6277101/
https://www.rutgers.international/sites/rutgersorg/files/PDF/knowledgefiles/Knowledge%20file-Sexual%20and%20gender%20diversity.pdf
https://www.rutgers.international/sites/rutgersorg/files/PDF/knowledgefiles/Knowledge%20file-Sexual%20and%20gender%20diversity.pdf

- Swasti

.
THE HEALTH CATALYST

'USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

PC: Latimes.com

@ WGNRR re f:\rlfj RESUN

#COVID19 pandemic deepens pre-existing inequalities,
exposing vulnerabilities in social, political, and
economic systems, #SRHRisEssentia

#May28 Recognise all intersecting identities in ensuring

access to health including race, ethnicity, age, ability,
migrant status, gender identity or expression,

#fWomensHealthMatters #NolLockdownonRights . 9 S > 9 . Yy P

¥May8 indigeneity, health condition, class, or caste play

rividyLo

#GenderUHC #SRHRisEssentia

¢ Pwani GBV Network

#May28, We invite members, Partners,
Allies Worldwide to join us in calling on Governments

@ WGNRR

We need our #COVID19 response to be non-
discriminatory, responsive to different needs of women

and the International community to affirm that & girls, LGBTQIA+, homeless & displaced, refugees,

#WomensHealthMatters and #SRHRisEssential in m'9r§”‘5|1 asg'“m seekers, IP, PWD, & other
marginalize roups. #sRHARIS ntia

COVID-19 response #NolLockdownOnRights 9 group  #NoLockdownonRiahts

#WomensHealthMatters #Nolo
@GlobalFundWomen @WGNRR @UN_Women #Mavy28
@BetSharon

1:23 PM - May 27, 2020 - Twitter Web Apy

The gendered impact of the pandemic is hard to ignore. As per UNESCO, the
closure of schools has led to almost 800 million girls being pulled out of schools,
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majority of them hail from developing countries. This has also been attributed to
the burden of household work falling disproportionately on girls.

69.13% of those on Twitter talking about Gender as an aspect of #SRHRisEssential
mentioned how COVID-19 has widened the gender inequality gap and has offset
all gains made in the past years In terms of empowerment. Their disproportional
representation among health-care and social service personnel, also put women
in the frontlines in the battle against COVID-19; thus increasing their
transmission risks; finds a paper. The inaccessibility to SRHR will only be
exacerbated, as health systems divert their resources from reproductive health
towards deadline with the pandemic.

Amid a pandemic, issues like sexual violence and increase in GBV is often
overlooked. Existing evidence also states the current restricted mobility due to
lockdowns, also curtails SRHR access and autonomy.

By TARSHI ° Puspa Dewi

#SRHRisEssentiz , L o . -

CrrnmEReE and needs to be non ci|sc.nmma.tory The numbers of domestic violence incrased at this time
and responsive to the needs of all women, including because the govt have no gender mainstreaming on
women with #disabilities.

the|r planmng They wont acknowledge
#WomenHealthMatter and need to be protected. All
E al even in pandemic situation.
nonRights #28may

,  MenEngage Alliance
w Gender identity and self expression must not prevent women and
people of all genders from accessing health services and receiving the
care they need #SRHRisEssential ¥#WomensHealthMatters
#NolockdownonRights #May28
#‘ MAMA Network

.‘5‘. AsiaPacificAlliance - Gender-based power inequalities can be a constraint to
2 ' women's access to reproductive health. Men can and
only # Underp'”md by #genderequality and should be engaged both as cilents and as partners.

, including sexual and reproductive health
and nghts \wlt be truly transformational .
International day of action or women's rights.

RHRisEssential #genderUH

fl”la',_\ #SRHRIisE | #WomensHealthM
olLockdownonRights
---II*-,-1e|‘anage.;‘am_’a DUN_Women

World Economic Forum highlighted the main gender-related problems that
cropped up due to the pandemic- domestic, sexual, Gender Based Violence
against women increased, women made up of 70% of all health and
social-services staff globally yet earned 79 cents for every dollar men made.
Taking stock of current statistics, The Diplomat's article predicts feminisation of
income poverty due to pandemic, where food shortage, price rise and
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long-standing patriarchal norms will reinforce gender inequality. 11 countries
have warned UN that hard-won women’s right have been endangered, and
sought implementation of SDGs with gender equality being the priority.

Of the Twitter users who brought up Equal Representation in the discussion
around #SRHRisEssential, 80.55% pointed out that while a lot of discourse and
actions for access to SRHR during COVID-19 are undertaken placing the
cis-gendered at the centre, persons who are gender non-binary (LGBTQAI+) are
often left unrepresented, or with only token representation. They argued that
this compromises their sexual and reproductive health, and thus invalidates their
reproductive rights due to conventional societal norms; and should be tackled as
a human rights issue.

Resources shared in course of the discourse around #SRHRisEssential included
the third chapter of Rutgers’ SRHR report focuses on Sexual and reproductive
health of LGBTQAI+ people, Men who have Sex with Men and Women in Sex
Work and highlights that gendered minorities and LGBTQAI+ persons reported
lower sexual, psychosocial and mental health as opposed to cis-heterosexuals.
They proposed a ‘positive sexual health model’ that aimed at mainstreaming
sexual and gender diversity in SRHR.

UN’'s ILO has called on the G7 nations to improve gender equality amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, to which the latter agreed on making women’s
empowerment a part of their crisis mitigation strategy. It also proposed financial
stakeholders to uphold equality by fostering inclusivity in corporate and business
culture. NBC News and other news agencies carried articles around gendered
minorities and people from the LGBTQ community being prone to violence and
discrimination due to the pandemic, as mobility is restricted and many of them
are confined indoors. The agencies report that for many, this leaves them at the
mercy of their sexist, homophobic and transphobic familicies - an experience
echoed by Twitter users worldwide discussing #SRHRisEssential.
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This word cloud has been generated from the keywords from Tweets on the aspect using the hashtag
#SRHRIsEssential.
You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your efforts.

The World Health Organisation during the beginning of the outbreak, had urged
governments to balance the COVID-19 related healthcare demands alongside
maintaining delivery of essential health services, the latter primarily comprising
SRHR.The pandemic exposed loopholes in current healthcare fabric across
countries. Experts fear that owing to the overburdened hospitals and medical
institutions, resources from reproductive health will be diverted towards
mitigating the global health crisis. This will deliver another massive blow to the
SRHR services, which are quite disjoined already as they've been deemed
‘non-essential’. Acknowledging this, the World Health Organisation during the
beginning of the outbreak, had_urged governments to balance the COVID-19
related healthcare demands alongside maintaining delivery of essential health
services, the latter primarily comprising SRHR.
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37.8% of Twitter Users using the hashtag #SRHRisEssential and discussing the
aspect of health system strengthening pointed out that the health systems for SRHR
had always had significant cracks 24.69% stated that reflect that action was taken to
strengthen healthcare and SRHR services amid pandemic. Some reflected on
different welcome jnitiatives such as the government in Germany pledging €30
million to support the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency’s global
response during COVID-19. This significant increase in flexible funding has made
Germany UNFPA's largest current provider of unearmarked “core funding”.

UNFPA's handles reported how in the backdrop of increasing cases of violence in the
home, unintended pregnancies, child marriages and cases of female genital
mutilation, UNFPA is working with various partners and countries to strengthen
healthcare services. They hope to achieve this by cementing chains supplying
contraceptives, ensuring access to SRHR services among women and girls hailing
from low-income families and providing protection for healthcare workers from
COVID-19.
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Twitter users extensively spoke of how tele-health and tele-care initiatives, combined
with ongoing online training to case managers and helpline staff helped meet many
of the gaps in the health system provisioning for SRHR services. Empowering young
people to access services has been the mission of different bodies across the world.

() IWHC @IntiWomen - May 28 v

gn  Aswe're battling #COVID19 worldwide, we also need to empower
young people to access reproductive health services.

#5RHRisEssential #WomensHealthMatters #NoLockdownonRights
#May28

- CHIVA South Africa @CHIVA_Africa - May 29
@ #COVID19 pandemic should not stop access to healthcare services
especially for PLHIVs who will need treatment services such as #ARV
medication refill. #5RHRisEssential
#WomensHealthMatters #NoLockdownonRights #May28

Winnie Barawa
@WinnieBarawa

Women health matters should be treated with utmost
urgency. Every women deserves the right to quality
access to health services. @PwaniGBVN @KaroKayal
@NthandaLManduwi @BBCWorld

#May28 @motongorililian @livingstoneOdero D o
a’_ @pinsanorg

#COVID19 pandemic entails the need for psychosocial
support to all affected individuals including women
representing 70% of the health & social workforce.
#SRHRisEssential #/WomensHealthMatters
#NoLockdownonRights #May28

5:00 PM - May 28, 2020 - Buffer
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This word cloud has been generated from the keywords from Tweets on the aspect using the hashtag
#SRHRIsEssential.
You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your efforts.

roadblocks.

Twitter users using the hashtag #SRHRisEssential pointed out how several
governance bodies in both policy and politics have unfortunately posed a
hurdle to SRHR access during COVID-19. An oft quoted example was the
ignoring of UNFPA's global response plan where it was proposed to provide
Personal Protective Equipment to Sexual, Reproductive Health and
Reproductive Health healthcare workers, so the clinics stay open. Similarly
users have mentioned how advocacy for continued GBV prevention services
and prioritisation of sexual and reproductive supplies were often met with
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Success Capital
This #May28 we commemorate the power of womxn with a policy brief
on intersections produced under the auspices of the

#EqualityJusticeAlliance

#SRHRIsEssential ¥WomensHealthMatters

wmaly ARROW 0. 9 Kuria Hellen Kuria

The devastating impact on women's health when a

crisis arises topped with the existing inequality, worsen
women's well-being. Today we urge all the government CSO's should form part of the Covid-19 response team
to step up and take action to represent and lobby on behalf of community

members, Girls and young women on #SRHRisEssentia

covaw @SafeSpeak @AkiliDada @FHOKenya

L] diwas

-

_ L Rep Foundation

Today is #Internationaldayofactionforwomenshealth
and pls remember

The rights and health of women remain central
considerations as governments and other stakeholders
formulate their response to #covid19 #SRHRisessentia

Emmanuel Oigo-Gender department.
We need to empower our rescue centres with

maximum cooperation from the authority, stakeholders
snd the community(s) so that there is ease in its
operations on #EndFGM #EndFGC #5RH

Advocacy for SRHR can only turn helpful if it manifests into a policy or a
legislation. Policymakers have identified the gaps in SRHR accessibility amid the
pandemic, and have proposed adequate solutions.

72.73% of Twitter users commenting about policy and politics around
#SRHRisEssential mentioned the several systemic obstacles to SRHR and
subsequently reproductive rights. In India's State of Uttar Pradesh, a district
administration provided family planning kits during COVID-19, while distributing
essentials and ration. They also sought to establish reproductive health services
into epidemic and disaster management policies for the future.

In the USA, abortion services being declared as non-essential was seen as a
critical issue by Twitter users using the hashtag #SRHRisEssential. An article by
Vienna Institute for International Dialogue and Cooperation shared in the
conversation also flags policymakers’ lethargy while tackling SRHR issues.
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Policymakers have flagged the absence of political will when it comes to
implementing policies through a gendered lens, addressing issues of violence
and health. As part of COVID-19 relief measures, inclusive economic policies can
provide gender parity. Those in the forefront of policy making should ensure
women aren’t being discouraged from returning to schools.

Policy and governance play a key role in furthering the scope of SRHR, especially
amid a pandemic when vulnerable groups are faced with disadvantages. A policy
review proposed measures like amplifying community voices, increasing health
system responsiveness and macro-level politics for fostering SRHR
accountability.

The state of accessibility of SRHR for gendered minorities, indigenous folk,
migrants and refugees is often a direct result of the policy and politics of the
area.

Evidence suggests decentralisation or increased community participation can
identify and mitigate harms such as GBV and other risks, more effectively and
swiftly than governments.

. KELIN @KEUINKenya - May 29 v t’ Kmamboka Oseko
oxmin o, Bt s Norddwide and 11 oth W) Enerua

responsibility to ensure access to medical services &
f must not be de-prioritized by governments. They are

The govt

reatment The government should ensure that the curfew does

ESSEN e-saving services that need 10 be part of the #COVID] not hinder the reporting of GBV cases during curfew
response. #SRHF ent aw @AkiliDada @Amref Kenya hours or access 1o health services for women and girls.
Ke " #5RH tia
Women Deliver @ /o M DCOV airiMunyinyi @KuriaMs @KELINKenya
ST On sMay28, we eall on gevernments and the global communiy 1o ensure
a rights-based, just, and sustainable approach to the pandemc I Akili Dada
and & ealthhatt b=y

Today and every day, #5RHE

MAY Z8 - INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION FOR WOMEN'S HEALTH Mast women and girls are already financially strained

and we need the government to subsidize the cost of
health services during this period and beyond. No

WOMEN'S HearTy matter one's financial status they should be able to
az_‘MATTERs; have access. @MOH_Kenya #SRHRisEssential
e “E'-'“ s
’ Kuria Hel : ] i 1 DO G B Rt 5 *
G SR CS0s should inform victims of available services and

update referral pathways to reflect changes in available
. care facilities, while continuously informing key
Drive the #6 HR agendas during consultation communities and service providers about those
engagent with other stakeholders @covaw updated pathways. #SRHRisEssential #EndGBY

#SRHRisEssential @SafeSpeak

At a policy level, the situation on ground furthers the misunderstanding about
reproduction and sex, and exposes the knowledge gap between provision of
services during a health emergency and their importance. Globally, the
pandemic has also interrupted the services of UN- and government-led
programmes promoting SRHR living critical gaps on ground.
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You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your efforts.
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Sexual and Reproductive Health have often been associated with basic human
rights, that no individual must be deprived of. Over the years, policymakers and
activists have worked to bring contraceptives, abortion, rights against GBV,
under the garb of rights like right to life, right to privacy, prohibition of
discrimination, etc.47.34% of Twitter users using #SRHRisEssential mentioned
how reproductive justice or rights are often neglected amidst this pandemic,
which takes a physical and mental toll on women; leading to unwanted
pregnancies, risks to maternal and reproductive health and in some places,
even death, where pregnant women are unable to access obstetric services

that they need.

PC:HumanRightsCareers.com
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£ Youth Advocacy Network Sri Lanka

e WGNRR
shiidis Every woman has the right to make choices about their

“The COVID-19 pandemic should not be used as an sexual and reproductive health! @SarahAshaya

opportunity by any one country's sitting administration
to roll back on the rights women around the world have
sought for decades.”

Speak out, Mobilize, Assert!

menHealthMatters

View at bit.ly/may28statement #SRHRisEssential i ts ownRights
#WomensHealthMatters #NoLockdownonRights v pasia @ARROW_Women
#May28 )
\  Muthoma Wainaina

Nancy Njeru

@wanje!
. . Access for transportation during curfew hours has
R proved to be a challenge for women and girls who want
We need to continue to advocate for #SRH and #GBV to seek SRH and GBV services. #srhisessentia
services during and beyond #COVID19 pandemic. #GBVservicesduringCOVID-19

Women health should not be on lockdown...
#SRHRisEssential

Kenya SRHR Alliance @ KenyaSRHR - May 29 v
CSO should provide #SRH services and be a player in ensuring that services

reach #GBV affect areas. Providing #SRHRisEssential to women and girls

In lieu of the pandemic, the World Health Organization has reiterated everyone's
right to “highest attainable standard of health and obligates governments to
take steps to prevent threats to public health and to provide medical care to
those who need it". The promotion of sexual and reproductive rights also takes
precedence as rates of teen pregnancies, FGM, child marriage have increased to
be due to the pandemic. As unemployment soared, nearly 31 million women face
potential job losses as opposed to 13 million men. It was reiterated across the
Twitter conversations on how access to contraception and abortion practices are

reproductive rights that help women preserve their bodily autonomy.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
32



'USAID learning/ A

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

On Safety, Security and Justice

Wﬂilh EDUHLITV st o SN ,.,¢~“ lnm IlOtPCnun h-wu;:F:P:oe;::::nlnu . wom en S SafEty g ‘,‘J- S
& SﬂFETV, SECUHITV, JUSTICE.... . coveanmiar e huwman rights,,
cqualiy ot equlily i SENUAL VIOLENCE s = jushiee prscleimnie.  PANDRREC i women' s safety Joehia
L b e 8 Sﬁﬁﬂm @iec"ﬂt.yn NJE:S:EE o sl violence ™ o gl e SRR vioLENC M‘wa
= Sexu_ﬁp_ viclence "=, WOMEN'S safety " humanrights, 2= o human rghts s s, uoms prﬂtectlﬂn
= JUSTICEm: ™ wmaes . GENDER JUSTICE s anderlus!me " W‘mwf ‘
pandemlc Sz JUSTICE Pﬁl - :Je“ ALL PHOTECTIOH socinel viclins e 6€V\.C1€r‘ )LA.S‘“IL&
mhrq‘éauahty JUSTIEE L] EBUEINMENT LBHS JUSTICE ;s 5&“&’ )WM iﬂ::lre{‘\ﬁﬁiwtatn; . Liersid Iaws

s safeke g, PRHI’EH’IUH

safety, security, justice - ity s ¥t st '".St..' wecemm ™ |gckdown

,n"umlc PROTECTTO "t‘jwiﬁ?_'ﬂg“g‘;# = ~ human lghls 2 SAFETVY, SECURITY, JUSTICE

lockdown 5 HUMAN RIGHTS i i]u =i s salely |, g oo

" SEXUAL VIOLENCE - rov spres EOUALITV i NOER JUSTICE s e
justice GENDER JUSTICE 1t gonrtimumdind

nwe PROTECTION safety, security, |ustme L ‘,u“m .(- o ‘}mem o

sy = e ::‘- s sorl vicloce T

Eousurry gender-baded wolencehuman rlghts S PYO LOV o it s

Iloc“nuw" _,” w“?jr::‘;:; Q.ﬁb\)s “-a‘ HWSM;;:"WW sexual wolence 1l viokeno e g sl violence

m pruteutlon]aws A“;’ lockdown EQUALITY  cqully

. wiomen's safet;
sty WOMEN'S SAFETY e o, soxusl violonce .

' : ‘gen erJustme
human rights, s et vt . EOUALITV s equallty

waws afe:f- 5260\1’!.—"‘!1 i

beas PHI:I'I'EL'I'II:IN z"ﬂ;rlm:* _‘7 EOQ RLITV

HDHEN'S SAFETY G!HD!H BADED VIOLENCE cqit; -
.- SAFETY SECUHI Ty JUSIICE
B stice
m ’ ’ nln’r:rr:‘nu
JUSTICE

justlce "::;‘z‘i?r':‘n‘.f EQUALITY ™ 1 bews  ornon's safehy ™ WOMEN'S SAFETY resaquity -,
I kd gender-baded violencesn:  GOUERNMENT tusman ridhds fockdocn fans “USTIE gende juslice pndemic  sc 5'{:;; Cl e 1'“
ockdown 2" GENDER-BADED UTOLENCE - = leckdowr. "

. Guualiy CPURRNMENT. . justi = Lacos equality Lans 5
LOCHDOWN lockdownhuman rlghts Justice, GEN DEH JUSTIcE Eﬂuﬁhl'l'\’ laws  laws SENUAL UIOLENCE

justi s pandemic
Justice s ) GOVERNMENT  LAWS it

EouaL s st AN sexualwolence 5=ve-~w~f Eounre™ aavww»evo‘ safety, secuntv justice pum
Euum.rrv“f"‘i.".‘:"é‘.““ﬁoun“ . 740 155 Ly PANBEMIC -~ s
hmar s PANDEMIC .. lacos PANT o
e P T AR = protection laws ' _governimant™ w,",“m““ﬂmém.,:“
i aUs Wi " ‘I"""“““ " WOMEN'S SAFETV PM (e 2 cotBLITY eq“aﬂw
e RHEN e equality ,aus p d aws Lo :ennlrmluw o

i it ai BmIC e Qacf(c{gww &QuﬁM'rq Goverment equahty
quality ousrrce Mumm RIGHTS P ol 5¢a.rdq jughice T ki PROTECTION Mdin

mi*v'&""wmlffrlfduwn-. ae»:e S?{fﬁi){ilsecur|ty justice .2 .. HUMAN RIGHTS ™ % ™
T

W“‘“ COUERNRENT . o onvass sofehy ' Justice safety, securlty, justice equallty
a,._, i ) I]andemlc e SEKUAL UIOLENCE mwwpw SEXUAL VIOLENCE a5 m Sexual v|0|ence

wnmenssm
. PANDEMIC GCVERNMENT  LAWS EQUALITY LAWs gEﬂdErJUStlce i
v oy U\-G.QL{D, et o u..,,wamm fuman it P52 et L
i eqmllly q E.Qu-ﬁa,d" o ﬁmm s i m«h‘q JUSTICE DdeDWn

o, BTG ment
gwemmet b el vience r-uw\-w—nl(“‘“!

Laws. P

e ot GENDER-BADED VIOLENCE LAWS W&W& pdeni
5 Kllllllllllln equalty Les
i UMAN RIGHTS < GOUERNMENT =% 200 e 5
. ’*‘m‘:fm‘: > e, ‘ s Hm"t: e PANDEMIC um:nnnuu‘ Euunu'rv jushice  uaus w’“- a
i e josbice. qualihy  u pobe EE" DEH JUSTICE ' “ sexuAL VIOLENCE i
iyt {_ o GHTS i, cenpERsaoepuroLEnce EqUality

aqu‘“&;_‘qum wovw_&wj j‘ﬁfe- U] ek EDUEHNMENT e HEOUQD!:IE:!V I”IJWEHST CE et

This word cloud has been generated from the keywords from Tweets on the aspect using the hashtag
#SRHRIsEssential.
You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your efforts.
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The on-going pandemic has threatened women's safety, with increase in
gender based violence and unsafe abortion practices. The UN states that the
isolation induced by the pandemic has endangered women, making them
vulnerable to violence. 92% of the Tweets talking about the issue with the
hashtag #SRHRisEssential said, COVID-19 had severely hampered the safety,
security and justice of women and called for action against the violation.
Several of the conversations reflected upon how COVID-19 had widened the
existing gender-based legal disparities, where indigenous, migrant and poor

women had become further disadvantaged.
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bt KEI"_IN

ESURJ

P GRESUR
phang vav nref_Worldwide and 11 others
The govt. must ensure sufficient and safe shelters for The fight to dismantle the systemic nature of #GBV and
victims of domestic violence & their children. Specific the ways in which gvts, legal systems, police forces,
measures must be set up for women & girls who can’t media, & education systems all facilitate this violence is
LR :

be admitted to shelters based on possible infection to far trom over. This #MRy28 we want 1o remind these

stakeholders that #SRHRisEssential and

nsure th r ntin fely, #ENDGBV
ensure they are quarantined safely #WomensHealthMatters

#SRHRisEssential
“ Youth Advocacy Network Sri Lanka &Y ANSnLanka - May 29

Kwamboka Oseko :i.'/ It is clear that the pandemic will deepen exiting gender equalities & human
@MercyQuasch nghts violations.
Replying to @covaw @Amref_Worldwide and 11 others Speak out, Mobilize, Assert!

@NPSOfficial KE should ensure that its officers are
receiving and acting on cases of SGBV during this

pandemic. No member of the public should complain Dr. Natalia Kanem %

about being shunned away at the police station when —_—

trying to report a case of violence. Even before #COVID19, gender-based violence was a problem of epidemic

#SRHRisEssential @covaw (mWairrMunyinyi proportions. Now, women are at much greater risk. Despite a sober outiook,
we can & must rise to this unprecedented challenge. My blog post via
(@CFR_WFP: hitps//1.co/RdSfebz2uG #EndGBY

The conversations further drew from observations of the Global Citizen that
COVID-19 crisis can stall the progress in ending discriminatory and violent
practices in the form of Female Genital Mutilation and Gender Based Violence.
Twitter users from all the countries reported instances of or knowing that there
has been an increase in domestic violence in their region. There have been
expressions of anger and helplessness and a marked recognition of the

pervasiveness of the problem.

The Impact Of COVID-19 On Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights - A Social Listening Report
35



Swasti

THE HEALTH CATALYST

USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

On Services and Commodities

safesex
o begios i SRHA SERVICES SRHR SERVICES .. =
heablincare accessibilih | e

EHHHEEHUICES

HEALTHESAHI:EE::':::::;ITV i Iockdown HEnhm:Fssﬂ?ﬂT:w N 'A::;::U:SEEUI:EESNICS . e

e
afe sex cinics
ahortion services WOMEN'S HEALTH (/] wamen RHA SERAVICES :DNTHRC!FTIU‘!S
<l

s gpryices and commodities < il e X
........ o acce,ssubu&}v,

sexunlheallh SAHA servies SRHRse?iwezs c.am:‘almg ‘smmm‘
saCONOMS . sare sex SBXUﬂl health e services and commodities ==

o - LUCHDU“H e 0 it
clhanics clinics . facilld g women SMBM :L:"Ics ic: 1 >
= Safe SB ity MOCKOONN oo s SERUAL HEALTH = 2 =cr LLOCKDOWN |:[B]"|T3u|l(:[-|r[ll"ﬁ""

H
Safe se : -nn‘l‘! (,.)awuam,s gl durtinsevie safe $eX. lockdown — Restbrcars feitdy [:l]l]tl’ﬂ[!ﬂ[]tWBS Sortion 20005 eprodoctve ights
SRH condoms

=
s emual heatth

SRHR SERVICES
i e Lon .SRHR services ™o
condom . msjje e sarzsszum:fmmm;:mw =7 UU"dUmS ﬁ.lyow"‘ SEVU'L.Q&S S L INTES | SARE SEX SRHR se

SRHR senviczs CLINICES -pmdmhw rinks aRHR erviees SAFE SEX women' s health
dincs ~ HEALTHCARE ACCESSIBILITYOMMI““\woman' s health== o v condoms condoms c||n|cs s s

ELINICS clinics
clinics

safeser ..o counons
ciinics
snFE sEn: sauk e

LIJEHDOHN i s6
WOMEN'S HEALTH 55, CONDOMS ook of1 ok b REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS w % bestit, SAHASERVICES :Lnu:s

- sexual health =  contraceptives SRHR se-vices Safe N smsm,zezgawwnz.:;;ﬁ";‘::;f,:“i;*:

MEN'S HEALTH fics CLINICS digies [ o accesaibid ockdm e f
" s Safe Sex Sexual health sExum.nEnL.m cinics SAFE SER  concs %ﬂﬂﬁnﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁgEs CLEENKIL'C“IS‘ HES;:I.?F)(H

" abovtion services CDNTHACEPTIUES b gl L LL

= sexvmwngaurn SSBEMIES  yomen's healh SAT@ SBX MR REESIBELIY et " healtheare ?ac!lity contraceptives

wcn'::ﬁ]en s health lBI}mdutl:ntmwghts healthcare facility mghﬂamlﬁjul;llfaﬁlllty LOCHDOWN  * concs HEALTHCARE FACILITY
nmen s health

St " reproductive rights o o

e clinics tockeoon "temimn o
wom.&r\. L\-B&.Q:Hf\. ’““‘“““““ wf' sex ""’:D:::;ZEEPJI:IEE;LTH?;HHT!:%‘I:EEE?SEESBILITU s condoms i sexual health

HEPMJDUI:TIUE nrcuts (e Q‘( n‘f’f’"’t‘*"’" services wowens clinics

abortion SErvices  repoduckue viguts IONLY 5 C—Q—LV\-LCas _mf:f:’;‘ “"i““““ e n}ﬂﬁr_e:f:{-we.j
HE“AI-ITchBE HCCESSIBILITV beatreacoesiity L ""BS sk sorvices e

b e e s SRR sevices S womes Hran ey LRSI HOH EH'S HEALTH repmductwe ”ghts

35 CONHOMS ey oy oo st MR T Ty s

© F5 CONDOMS

health 4
wessiet. SERUICES AND COMMODITIES: ' stxuaemrn SRHR SERUVICES ngm;mmmm

This word cloud has been generated from the keywords from Tweets on the aspect using the hashtag
#SRHRIsEssential.
You can use the keywords to search for conversations around it on the web to support your efforts.

Several SRHR services and commodities take a backseat when governments
are gripped by a global health crisis; and financial uncertainties and job losses
also widen the inaccessibility gap to contraceptives, safe abortion practices and
sexual helath sevrices.

Countries which have been plunged into lockdowns have initiated the
provision of “essential services”, where SRHR services are not included. This
disproportionately affects women and girls.
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PC: Women’s Action Group

KELIN
@KELINKenya

GKELIN

Join us tonight on @KUTVKenya as we discuss the
plight of women in the modern era, from GBV to

mental health and early pregnancies and access to
#SRHR services.

Nancy Njeru @wanjeru_nancy - May 29 v
COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted access to #5RH and #GEV services.
Most families prioritize basic needs over safe menstrual products.
Access to digital platforms to access infermation in remote areas is also
limited

#5RHRisEssential

Q1 2 Q2 I
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As per IPPF, 5633 static
and mobile clinics and
community-based care
outlets have shut down
due to the outbreak across
64 nations. In 2018, these
centers offered over 114
million services to people.

South Asia has faced the
most closures, followed by
Africa. According to the
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W" Population Matters
@

@PopnMatters

Investing in #familyplanning services in developing
countries could save $16 BILLION every year by
reducing the number of unintended pregnancies,
according to @Guttmacher. Governments, are you
listening? #SRHRisEssential

UN, more than 47 million women from low and

middle-income families are at the risk of not being able to access contraceptives,
causing the global population to balloon to 8.5 billion. Closure of government
schools has also denied thousands of girls and women, access to menstrual

hygiene products amid the

lockdown.

Conclusion

COVID-19 has exacerbated the barriers to access to Sexual and Reproductive

Health and Rights across the globe. There was significant traffic generated online

around the topic of #SRHRisEssential, and increased sharing of evidence that the

brung was faced across the

world.

While the resource countries faced the brunt of the gaps in SRHR services, other

countries found themselves struggling as government decisions and policymakers

rolled back the hard-won legislative and policy support invalidating its need at the

face of pandemic and emergencies.
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Recommendations

1. It is the need of the hour to accept that #SRHRisEssential and budget for and
include all SRHR services and commodities in the COVID-19 response - both

health system led and community led.

2. Improving efficiency and reach of private/public systems working to deliver
SRHR services to the last mile is critical at this juncture. This will need

community system strengthening for health system strengthening.

3. Improved gender representation in policy making and planning will ensure
that the policies are those that work for all and the global sustainable
development and universal health coverage goals are reached. These are
unprecedented times and representation through the gender lens is critical

for the world to survive and thrive through it.

4. There is an immediate need for interventions in the logistics and supply chain
mechanisms to ensure the unabated movement of SRH products,

consumables and drugs.

5. Access to safehouses, deploying mechanisms for safety, security and justice
during the pandemic to ensure the well-being and safety of adults and

children

6. A concerted move to digital media platforms including those that are
accessible and affordable for the most poor and marginalized, to take
Comprehensive Sexual Education to the young, adolescent and vulnerable
should be the focus. Peer counseling and support training for parents and

siblings is critical for better realization of SRHR goals for all.
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Annexe 01: Resources/Links shared

This section contains selected excerpts from two sets of resources. One that was shared by
Twitter users talking about #SRHRisEssential between 28th May to 7th July, 2020. And Two,
the references that were used during the listening exercise to comprehend the contexts
and points of view that the users presented and reflected upon. Overall the team has
examined 200+ news articles, reports and audio/visual literature in course of the exercise.
This is an excerpt of what may be most useful to you. You can use these to build the
narrative for action in your own community, locality or country.

1. UNFPA pioneers digital solutions to sexuality education as classes move
online amid COVID-19 pandemic

2. Comprehensive sexuality education protects children and helps build a safer,
inclusive society

3. Sexual Politics in Times of Pandemic: May and June 2020

4, COVID-19: G7 nations need to get gender equality right for a better future for
women at work

5. The Coronavirus Lockdown Has Unleashed A New Wave Of Domestic Abuse
Against LGBT People

6. Coronavirus restrictions highlight LGBTQO domestic abuse crisis

7. Why are women more than men suffering during the COVID-19 pandemic?

8. Fighting Gender Inequality in India During the COVID-19 Pandemic

9. China shares gender-inclusive responses to COVID-19 during UN meeting

10. Country-wise reproductive health- Documents & Reports

1. Maternal mortality- WHO

12. Percentage of sex workers with syphillis (2008-18)- WHO

13. Births administered by skilled professional-
https://gamapserver.who.int/gho/interactive_charts/mdg5/atlas.html

14. Not a luxury: a call to maintain sexual and reproductive health in
humanitarian and fragile settings during the COVID-19 pandemic

15. How India's COVID-19 response can strengthen local health systems

16. On World Population Day, a look at Covid's impact on women's safety,
employment and health

17. Time for Action: How COVID-19 is Threatening Girls and Young Women's
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

18. COVID 19 Impact: Family Planning program to take a 15-23% hit in 2020

19. Governments, not pandemics, stop access to reproductive health
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https://eeca.unfpa.org/en/news/unfpa-pioneers-digital-solutions-sexuality-education-classes-move-online-amid-covid-19-pandemic
https://eeca.unfpa.org/en/news/unfpa-pioneers-digital-solutions-sexuality-education-classes-move-online-amid-covid-19-pandemic
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/07/26/comprehensive-sexuality-education-protects-children-and-helps-build-a-safer-inclusive-society/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/07/26/comprehensive-sexuality-education-protects-children-and-helps-build-a-safer-inclusive-society/
https://sxpolitics.org/special-edition-on-covid-19-and-sexual-politics-may-june/21122
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_744753/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_744753/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.buzzfeed.com/patrickstrudwick/coronavirus-lockdown-lgbt-domestic-abuse-teens
https://www.buzzfeed.com/patrickstrudwick/coronavirus-lockdown-lgbt-domestic-abuse-teens
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/coronavirus-restrictions-highlight-lgbtq-domestic-abuse-crisis-n1186376
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/what-the-covid-19-pandemic-tells-us-about-gender-equality/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/fighting-gender-inequality-in-india-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-08-06/China-shares-gender-inclusive-responses-to-COVID-19-during-UN-meeting-SJjeJwGvrG/index.html
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentlist?colti=Reproductive%20health%20at%20a%20glance
http://gamapserver.who.int/gho/interactive_charts/mdg5_mm/atlas.html
https://gamapserver.who.int/gho/interactive_charts/sti/sexworkers_syphilis/atlas.html
https://gamapserver.who.int/gho/interactive_charts/mdg5/atlas.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30190-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30190-X/fulltext
https://www.path.org/articles/strengthening-health-systems-india-covid-19/
https://theprint.in/features/on-world-population-day-a-look-at-covids-impact-on-womens-safety-employment-and-health/458453/
https://theprint.in/features/on-world-population-day-a-look-at-covids-impact-on-womens-safety-employment-and-health/458453/
https://www.shedecides.com/time-for-action-how-covid-19-is-threatening-girls-and-young-womens-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights/
https://www.shedecides.com/time-for-action-how-covid-19-is-threatening-girls-and-young-womens-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights/
https://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/covid-19-impact-family-planning-program-to-take-a-15-23-hit-in-2020/75639300
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/governments-not-pandemics-stop-access-reproductive-health
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World Population Day 2020: How COVID-19 pandemic disrupted sexual and
reproductive health services for women - Health News

Policy Brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on Women

Gender Equality Faces New Set of Obstacles Amid COVID-19 Crisis: SDG
Report 2020

Putting women and girls' safety first in Africa's response to COVID-19
Millions at Risk of Gender-Based Violence if COVID-19 Pandemic is Prolonged
Female Genital Mutilation- data by country GHO | By category | Female
genital mutilation - Data by country

Intimate partner violence, country-wise statistics- GHO | By category |
Intimate partner violence prevalence - Data by country

Non-partner sexual violence, data by WHO income regions

COVID-19 pandemic cuts access to sexual and reproductive healthcare for
women around the world

COVID-19: Ensure women's access to sexual and reproductive health and

rights
Menstrual Health Of Girls At Risk As Closed Schools Mean No Free Sanitary

Napkins

Accountability for SRHR in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic

Family planning needs statistics - GHO | By category | Family planning needs
satisfied - Data by WHO region

To join the conversation, contribute and engage, please write to

shrirupa@catalysts.org
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https://www.firstpost.com/health/world-population-day-2020-how-covid-19-pandemic-disrupted-sexual-and-reproductive-health-services-for-women-8583091.html
https://www.firstpost.com/health/world-population-day-2020-how-covid-19-pandemic-disrupted-sexual-and-reproductive-health-services-for-women-8583091.html
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_women_9_apr_2020_updated.pdf
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/sdg-report-2020-gender-equality-covid-19/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/sdg-report-2020-gender-equality-covid-19/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2020/05/08/putting-women-and-girls-safety-first-in-africas-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.cfr.org/blog/millions-risk-gender-based-violence-if-covid-19-pandemic-prolonged
https://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.FGM?lang=en
https://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.FGM?lang=en
https://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.IPV?lang=en
https://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.IPV?lang=en
https://www.ippf.org/news/covid-19-pandemic-cuts-access-sexual-and-reproductive-healthcare-women-around-world
https://www.ippf.org/news/covid-19-pandemic-cuts-access-sexual-and-reproductive-healthcare-women-around-world
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/covid-19-ensure-women-s-access-to-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/covid-19-ensure-women-s-access-to-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-menstrual-health-of-girls-at-risk-as-closed-schools-mean-no-free-sanitary-napkins/353411
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-menstrual-health-of-girls-at-risk-as-closed-schools-mean-no-free-sanitary-napkins/353411
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/26410397.2020.1779634
https://apps.who.int/gho/data/view.main.FAMILYPLANNINGREGv?lang=en
https://apps.who.int/gho/data/view.main.FAMILYPLANNINGREGv?lang=en

