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that further disempower and
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When SRHR advocates are ready and
prepared, they are able to effectively
engage in national, regional and global
processes and utilize the tools of the
international human rights system to ensure
that sexual and reproductive health and
rights are enjoyed by all.
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2018 saw several positive developments for advocates working on SRHR in Asia and
the Pacific. India overturned a colonial-era law, known as section 377, under which
gay sex is categorized as an “unnatural offence”, and also criminalized sexual acts or
intercourse with a minor wife (under age 18) as rape. In Pakistan, the Senate passed
a Transgender Rights Law. And the New Zealand government made a long awaited
decision to remove abortion from the Crimes Act and treat it as a health issue. At the
same time, there has been a trend of shrinking space for civil society (CS) affecting the
ability of civil society to operate in several countries of the region.

This year was an exciting one for APA which brought our network together for the
‘Catalyzing CSO Action for Sexual Rights in Asia Pacific’ meeting. Members had the
opportunity to network and discuss how to engage with regional and global processes
and use the tools of the international human rights system for the fulfilment of sexual
rights.

The midterm review of the 2013 Asian and the Pacific Ministerial Declaration on
Population and Development was another key event where APA members worked
together to advocate for SRHR and accountability, highlight the SRHR needs of
marginalized groups across the region, and connect with government representatives.
A number of country statements at the meeting reaffirmed the Ministerial Declaration,
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and highlighted the need for universal
access to and the importance of sexual
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR).
Agreement for a regional monitoring
framework to be further developed in 2019
was an outcome from the meeting.

This year also saw new leadership for APA,
as Jackie Edmond from Family Planning New
Zealand stepped down after successfully
guiding APA for six years. We are grateful for
her years of support and leading us through
a period of transition. Shama Karkal of Swasti
took the position of Chair at the Steering
Committee meeting of September 2018.
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APA is grateful to all of our members

and partners for their commitment and
collaborative spirit, and we are thrilled to
welcome new voices to our network — Caram
Asia, International Community of Women
Living with HIV Asia Pacific, and the Asia
Pacific Transgender Network.

Finally, we would like to extend a very
special thanks to the Planned Parenthood
Association of Thailand (PPAT), for their
continued support of the APA Coordinating
Office in Bangkok.

Alexa Johns
APA Executive Direcor



WHY WE DO
WHAT WE DO

In 1994, 179 governments adopted a revolu-
tionary Programme of Action (PoA) in Cairo at
the International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD). ICPD was innovative in
its call for women’s sexual and reproductive
health and reproductive rights to be prioritized
in sustainable development efforts.

APA was established as a CSO-led network
that supports civil society action to push the
ICPD agenda domestically and internationally.
Over the last two decades APA has galvanised
national and regional advocacy from its coor-
dinating office in Bangkok, Thailand to further
SRHR, gender and human rights at regional and
international fora.
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WHO WE ARE

Asia Pacific Alliance for Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights
(APA) is a network of national,
regional and global civil society
organizations that advocate

for the fulfillment of sexual and
reproductive health and rights
(SRHR) for all persons in the Asia
Pacific region

WHAT WE DO

APA’s mission is to mobilize civil
society advocacy across the region
to hold governments and other
stakeholders accountable for their
obligations and commitments to
realize the SRHR of all persons in
Asia and the Pacific.

APA prioritizes issues such as
sexuality, access to comprehensive
sexuality education, and access to
safe and legal abortion.

APA Executive Director Alexandra shares
background on the 2013 Asia Pacific
Ministerial Declaration on Population and
Development and the midterm review.

26 Nov 2018 | Bangkok, Thailand

HOW WE DO IT

APA uses two main strategies to achieve
its mission: regional advocacy and
capacity building. APA and our members
advocate at national, regional and global
fora to ensure inclusion and uptake of CS
priorities; encourage transparency and
participation of governments and monitor
review processes including Agenda 2030,
ICPD, the Beijing Platform for Action,
Universal Periodic Review and Human
Rights Treaty Bodies for progress
on SRHR commitments.




2018
IN A GLANCE

With strong commitment towards empowering We also continued our steps towards

SRHR champions (SRHR), APA mobilizes improving services to our members and to
civil society, including community amplify the impact of our network’s capacity
organizations, for advocacy on sexual building and advocacy work.

rights issues in Asia Pacific, encourages
active civil society participation, and works
to increase opportunities for CSOs in the
region’s developing countries to participate
in national, regional, and global review
processes.

CAPACITY BUILDING
& ADVOCACY EVENTS
national e regional ¢ global
171 participants from

2018 gave greater focus on the regional and 22 Asia Pacific countries

global policy process as key entry points
for sexual rights advocacy. Much of our
work is aimed at equipping civil society with
knowledge, capacity, and opportunity to
bring their voices at these processes.

e lack of access to SRHR services,
education, and information e gap
between international frameworks
and national legislation e structural
barriers against people living with
HIV, LGBTIQ, women and girls,
and young people, migrants, sex

NEW MEMBERS

APTN ¢ CARAM ASIA ¢ ICW AP
PARTNERS
APCOM ¢ ARROW

* AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
* GUTTMACHER-LANCET
COMMISSION e IPPF I U E

SARO e PPAT ¢ RFSU

This year, APA organized and co-organized
a number of capacity building events and Our network also grew this year. We were
partnered with key actors and stakeholders to joined by three organizations committed to

strengthen regional alliances and advocacy  advancing SRHR in Asia Pacific.. é:ﬂlégH.ELf,\TlESECFAOPR A Wor|kefrs * lack ?(]t kngwlz%glg_'eRand
for policy development and fulfilment of tools for more effective

* UNFPA APRO ¢« WGNRR
SRHR. advocacy

2

Q1 Q2

Pre-APFSD Event:
Connecting the

Dots: Sexual and
Reproductive Justice
and the Achievement
of Sustainable and
Resilient Societies
25 Mar | Bangkok,
Thailand

Side-event at APFSD:
Towards resilient and
sustainable societies:
Health and well- being
of women and young
people

30 March | Bangkok,
Thailand

51st Session of
the Commission
on Population and
Development

9-13 Apr | United
Nations, New York

Strengthening

the Leadership of
Marginalized Women
and Girls

23-27 Apr | Bangkok,
Thailand

Catalyzing CSO Action for
Sexual Rights in Asia Pacific
11-12 Sep | Bangkok, Thailand

CSO Forum

Charting the way forward:
Progress, gaps and actions
for 6th APPC and ICPD for
Asia- Pacific

24-25 Nov | Bangkok, Thailand

Midterm Review of 2013

Asian Pacific Ministerial
Declaration on Population and
Development

26-28 Nov | Bangkok, Thailand




MOBILIZING
CIVIL SOCIETY

Partnerships. Capacity Building. Regional Advocacy.

APA, as a regional network, continues to be a collective voice working towards making
Asia Pacific governments and other stakeholders accountable to the commitments they
made to make sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) a reality for all. We
believe that the keys to strong, effective regional advocacy that delivers life-changing
SRHR policies are partnerships and a pro-active civil society that is well-equipped with
knowledge and skills in advocacy.

In 2018, we worked with local, national,
regional and global organizations that share
the same vision and mission of mobilising civil
society around their sexual and reproductive
health and rights. Our partnerships produced
capacity-building events that amplify and
strengthen the impact of our national and
regional SRHR advocacy.

developments, including the Asia Pacific
Regional CSO Engagement Mechanism
and Thematic Working Group on Gender,
Sexuality and SRHR; the CSO Steering
Committee for the Midterm Review of the
2013 Asia Pacific Ministerial Declaration on
Population and Development; the Women'’s
Major Group; and the International Sexual
and Reproductive Rights Caucus (ISRCC).

APA also contributes to regional and global
coalitions and listserves to ensure that Asia
Pacific SRHR issues are being prioritized
and that members are kept updated on

Here’s a summary of our efforts to
mobilize civil society action for SRHR:

WE HAD TWO PROJECT
PARTNERSHIPS AIMED

AT ADVANCING THE
FULFILLMENT OF SRHR IN
THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION

“CSO Activism for Sexual Rights in Asia
Pacific” Project funded by the Swedish
Association for Sexuality Education (RFSU) that
aims to mobilize and organize discriminated
and excluded groups in the region to around
their rights, in specific SRHR, to influence policy
F development and monitoring of commitments.

This project aims to ensure that the right to
bodily autonomy is fulfilled for marginalized and/
or discriminated groups in Asia and the Pacific
is fulfilled. Activities include project launching,
capacity building opportunities, APA members’
participation to regional and global processes,
and APA’s institutional development. (Refer

to the section HOW WE DELIVER for project
accomplishments.).

Suchada Thaibunthao, Executive Director at Planned
Parenthood Association of Thailand and Alexa Johns
with signed MOU of RFSU project.

“Strengthening the Leadership of Marginalized
Women and Girls”

Activity-based project funded by the Embassy
of Australia Direct Aid Programme and delivered
in cooperation with Theater for a Change to
empower marginalized women and girls in
Thailand through building capacity in leadership
and facilitation.

This five-day rights-based workshop aimed to
increase leadership and facilitation capacities of
marginalized women and girls, build confidence,
and introduce a set of skills and tactics to

be used by participants in the course of their
work. Delivered in cooperation with Theatre for
a Change, the workshop had 19 participants
representing the following communities: women /
girls living with HIV, sex workers, LGBT, women
who use drugs, women who have undergone
abortion, and migrant women /girls.

WE ORGANIZED EVENTS AND OPENED OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVED
KNOWLEDGE, INCREASED CAPACITY, AND STRONGER ADVOCACY

“Connecting the Dots: Sexual and
Reproductive Justice and the Achievement
of Sustainable and Resilient Societies”

A workshop at the preparatory Asia Pacific
People’s Forum on Sustainable Development
(APFSD) aimed at providing an overview of
linkages between SRHR and Sustainable and
Resilient Societies, and to put a “face” on
systemic barriers to Sexual and Reproductive
Justice. Organized in cooperation with
International Planned Parenthood Association
(IPPF) South Asia Regional Office (SARO);
Womens Global Network for Reproductive Rights
(WGNRR); Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual
Health (APCOM).

“Towards resilient and sustainable societies:
Health and well-being of women and young
people” A UNFPA APRO-led side event focused

on the 2018 Asia Pacific People’s Forum on
Sustainable Development (APFSD)/ High- Level
Political Forum (HLPF), in cooperation with the
Thematic Working Group on Sexuality, Gender
and SRHR of the RCEM.

“Strengthening the Leadership of Marginalized
Women and Girls” A rights-based workshop for
marginalized women and girls in Thailand.

“Catalyzing CSO Action for Sexual Rights in
Asia Pacific” Launching of “CSO Activism for
Sexual Rights in Asia Pacific” project with RFSU,
and strategic meeting with APA members. It also
served as preparation for the Midterm Review
(MTR) of the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial
Declaration on Population and Development
(APMDPD).



MOBILIZING
CIVIL SOCIETY

WE PROVIDED OUR
MEMBERS WITH
KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS
RELEVANT TO THEIR
REGIONAL SRHR
ADVOCACY

Alongside the APA strategic meeting, Guttmach

Lancet Commission organized the Asia launch of
their seminal publication “Accelerate progress—

sexual and reproductive health and rights
for all: report of the Guttmacher-Lancet
Commission” on 13 September.

A series of 7 factsheets called “From
Commitment to Action A Factsheet on
Implementing the 2013 Asia and Pacific
Ministerial Declaration on Population and
Development” targeting key constituencies
developed by APA was distributed to APA
members and partners in preparation for

Midterm Review of 2013 Asian Pacific Ministerial

Declaration on Population and Development.

PARTICIPATION AND
INVOLVEMENT AT
REGIONAL AND GLOBAL
MEETINGS

51st Session of the Commission on
Population and Development

The Commission reviews the progress in the
implementation of the (ICPD) PoA. APA made
CSO Statement in cooperation with Family
Planning New Zealand at the 51CPD, which had
the theme of “Sustainable cities, human mobility
and international migration” in 2018.
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The Asia-Pacific CSO Forum “Charting the Way
Forward”

Preparatory meeting for the Midterm Review
of 2013 Asian Pacific Ministerial Declaration
on Population and Development (APMDPD).
In particular to advance gender equality and
universal access to sexual and reproductive
health and rights with approximately 70
participants from across the region. APA was
on the CS Steering Committee and led the
Participation Working Group.

APA member Lloyd Nunag of Youth Coalition delivering the first of three consolidated CSO statements
at the Midterm Review of 2013 Asian Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development.

The statement focused on review of progress towards SRHR, and he passionately shared the structural

barriers that lead to implementation gaps, patriarchal ideology, violence, stigma and discrimination on
the basis of SOGIESC, regressive policy and legislation, and lack of accountability.

26 Nov 2018 | Bangkok, Thailand

“Midterm Review of 2013 Asian Pacific
Ministerial Declaration on Population and
Development”

Regional intergovernmental meeting to review
progress on implementation of the ICPD PoA, the
key actions for its further implementation, and the
2013 APMDPD. Six APA members participated
in the meeting, and actively contributed by
highlighting the SRHR needs of marginalized
groups across the region, connecting with
government representatives, and amplifying key
messages through social media.

INSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Steering Committee Election

As part of our transition to sub-regional
governance, this year a partial election was
conducted for representation on our International
Steering Committee

New Database

APA developed a new internal database, which
enables our members to access information
about the work and priorities of other members, as
well as track country statements made by Member
States at regional intergovernmental meetings.



HOW WE
DELIVER

APA is committed in supporting civil society advocacy for SRHR to
ensure stakeholders in Asia Pacific to fulfill commitments to SRHR
with full effect of human rights principles, including participation,

accountability, transparency and non-discrimination. SHORT-TERM RESULTS WE SAW

As part of our commitment to our members, we made sure that . .
our project delivery includes capacity and knowledge building, APA members enjoyed improved

opportunity for participation at regional and global mechanisms, access to information through APA’s
and our own institutional development that allows us to improve our communication chan nels) and found

service delivery and value-contribution. - - -
y it useful in their advocacy work,
according to an internal survey.

WHAT WE DID INPUT

We facilitated the exchange of information ~ Our Knowledge management and
(internally and externally) as well as communication channels include:
expertise within the network, and e Membership newsletter
improved access to strategic information Membership listserve

on policy and legal developments and Social media messaging

to resources and tools to monitor SRHR Website

implementation. Direct email communication




HOW WE

DELIVER

WHAT WE DID

We organized learning/capacity
building opportunities for civil society
in Asia Pacific on national, regional,
and global review processes for SRHR
commitments to ensure implementation
and accountability.

INPUT

Our learning events and resources include:
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“Catalyzing CSO Action for Sexual Rights
in Asia Pacific “ strategic APA members
meeting

Accelerate progress—sexual and
reproductive health and rights for all:
report launch of the Guttmacher-Lancet
Commission

A series of 7 factsheets, “From
Commitment to Action A Factsheet on
Implementing the 2013 Asia and Pacific
Ministerial Declaration on Population and
Development”

“Connecting the Dots: Sexual and
Reproductive Justice and the
Achievement of Sustainable and Resilient
Societies” Workshop at the preparatory
CSO forum for APFSD

“Towards resilient and sustainable
societies: Health and well-being of women
and young people” side-event at APFSD
The Asia-Pacific CSO Forum, preparatory
meeting for the MTR of the 2013 APMDPD
Agenda 2030

The ICPD PoA and the 2013 APMDPD
The international human rights system
entry-points for SRHR, including the
Universal Periodic Review process and
Special Procedures

Knowledge about the linkage between
SRHR and the Sustainable Development
Knowledge about the systemic barriers
and challenges of young people and
adolescents, LGBTIQ, and women and
girls living with HIV, sex workers, migrants
and refugees, amongst others.

SHORT-TERM RESULTS WE SAW

Civil society, particularly APA
members, gained increased
capacity and knowledge on and
how to engage with regional and
global review processes and how
to use the tools of the international
human rights system for the
fulfillment of sexual rights.




H OW W E SHORT-TERM RESULTS WE SAW STE P P | N G
D E I_lv E R APA and its members were U P

engaged and mobilized in regional

In 2018, APA took concrete steps to improve its service to

SRHR advocacy through: its member organizations and individual members through
improvement in the quality, relevance and access of information
Delivery of a joint statement shared within the network, and through election for representation

: oy on APA’s Steering Committee.
during the 51st Commission on d

Population and Development KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT TOOLS:

WHAT WE DID in collaboration with an APA APA developed a new database aimed at improving and
member. facilitating exchange of information and resources within the

Regional advocacy and e Mobilizing participation of 2493 . network. Aside from knowledge products, the database holds
mobilizing civil society action members in the preparatory page likes information about the work and priorities of other members.
in Asia Pacific to influence :
and ensure rights-based CS fqrum and the 5th ASIa A quarterly newsletter is shared with members of the APA
oolicy development and Pacific Forum on Sustainable network, which highlights global, regional and national policy
fulfillment of SRHR of all Development 195 grlwq(il_'::?gal developments and advocacy opportunities related to
i Vi ' followers )
Persons. Servmg on the CIV” SOCIety as well as sharing updates on the work of APA members across
Steering Committee for the the region.
MidTerm Review of the 20i3
APMDPD, leading the working 781 And work began on a new website for the alliance at the end of
. - ’CS fcioelan. A followers 2018. We are committed to strengthening our internal
9 O.U.p O 2e 'C,'Pa 'Q , & and external network communications, including upgrading to
facilitating the participation of 6 an intuitive and functional website that can serve as an external
members repository of knowledge
Providing input to the Asia- products.
HIGHLIGHTS i Pacific Regional Expert SOCIAL MEDIA

INCLUDE Group Meeting on Reviewing

. o ' ' Together, the APA organizational website and social media
* Asia E’amﬂc Forum on melet?eg\ta-tlog of.f(.Dommnments tools function to strengthen cooperation, networking and
Sustainable Development AR i LU advocacy of members and partners through the exchange
Asia and Pacific Ministerial HIV and AIDS Beyond 2015 on developments in SRHR.

Declaration on Population and 27 November at UN ESCAP and kKRR R L R PR PR PER R RRRRTE
Development : q :
ensuring a genaer perspective. GOVERNANCE transition to a new sub-regional governance

model, whereby:
APA, is governed by a 7-member

ORGANIZE international Steering Committee (SC) e Hong Ping, China Family Planning
Network . . : The APA SC met once in 2018, on 11 Association was elected to represent East
Alliance 7 PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY FOR ADVOCACY : September in Bangkok, Thailand. At Asia
Partnership . National, regional, and global : this meeting a new Chair was nominated, e  Sychada Thaibunthao, Executive Director,
et A A R PR Shama Karkal from Swasti Health Catalyst, Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand
: - BUILD CAPACITY : : and our first youth representative joined was elected to represent South East Asia.

the SC, Lloyd Nunag from Youth Coalition

Knowledge and advocacy skills for Sexual and Reproductive Rights.

Global language on SRHR
International frameworks for SRHR advocacy This year an election was also held for

‘I 8 representation on APA’s SC, as part of a
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STRONGER
NETWORK

APA’s members include family planning
associations, public health researchers,
parliamentary networks, and community-
based organizations with diverse areas of
technical expertise in advocacy, human
rights, service delivery and public health
research, working with marginalized groups
across the region.

In 2018, our network’s diversity increased
with three organizations championing SRHR
based in Malaysia and in Thailand: Caram
Asia, International Community of Women
Living with HIV Asia Pacific, and the Asia
Pacific Transgender Network.

FULL MEMBERS

Australia

e Burnet Institute

e Family Planning New South Wales (FP
NSW)

e Family Planning Victoria
Family Planning Welfare Association of
the Northern Territory (FP WANT)

e Shine SA

India
e Swasti
e Population Foundation of India (PFI)

Indonesia

e Aliansi Remaja Independen (ARI)

e |ndonesia Planned Parenthood
Association (IPPA)

Japan

e Africa Japan Forum (AJF)

e Japanese Organization for International
Cooperation in Family Planning
(JOICFP)

Malaysia

e (Caram Asia

¢ International Council on Management of
Population Programmes (ICOMP)

Nepal
e \Women’s Rehabilitation Center (WOREC)
e YUWA

New Zealand
e New Zealand Family Planning Association
(NZ FP)

Pakistan
e Rutgers Pakistan

e Sukaar Welfare Organization

e Youth Advocacy Network (YAN) Pakistan
e Youth Association for Development (YAD)
Thailand

e Asia Catalyst

e Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual
Health (APCOM)

e Asia Pacific Transgender Network (APTN)
Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on
Population and Development (AFPPD)

e International Community of Women Living
with HIV Asia Pacific (ICW-AP)

e Planned Parenthood Association of
Thailand (PPAT)

Raks Thai Foundation
YouthLEAD

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - ORGANIZATIONS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - INDIVIDUALS

e Action Canada for Sexual Health and e Amit Timilsina

Rights (ACSHR) e Dakshitha Wickremarathne
e Population Action International (PAI)

Marie Stopes International (MSI)

Youth Coalition for Sexual and

Reproductive Rights (YC)

OUR PEOPLE

STEERING COMMITTEE

Ann Brassil (Vice-Chair)
Family Planning New South
Wales, Oceania

Shama Karkal (Chair)
Swasti Catalyst, South Asia

Hong Ping, Japan Organization for
International Cooperation in Family Planning
(JOICFP), East Asia

Sandeer Prasad (Global)

Suchada Thaibunthao (Treasurer)
Executive Director at Planned
Parenthood Association of Thailand

Lloyd Nunag (Global)
Action Canada for Sexual Health Youth Coalition for Sexual and

and Rights (ACSHR) Reproductive Rights (YC)

COORDINATING OFFICE

W o

Alexandra Johns
Executive Director

Supranee Wangfeungkanagul
Oratai Junsuwanaruk
Administration and Finance Support



ANNUAL FINANCIAL

REPORT 2018 (USD)

In 2018 APA received support from RFSU and the Australian Embassy in Bangkok. APA
also works in partnership with the Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand, who provides
financial management services. APA is thankful for the support of all of its donors, and for
PPAT’s continued assistance.

As at 31 December 2018
Currency USD. Rate. 32 Baht

. RFSU AUSTRALIAN MEMBERSHIP ACCUMULATED
SECTION A= CASH FLOW 2018 AID 2018 FEES 2018 FUND Total
Opening Balance - - - 16,700.14 16,700.14
Fund received 172,936.34 10,624.63 - - 183,560.97
Add : - - 12.11 149.61
Bank interest received 137.50
Membership Fees } } 3,838.10 } 3.838.10
Subtract :
Expenses as at 31 December (10,624.63) - (1,962.43)
2018
Closing Balance as at 31
December 2018
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BUDGET LINE AND

SECTION B: FUND BALANCE DESCRIPTION BUDGET ACTUAL BALANCE
Grantor
. Information and 17,812.50 4,451.57 13,360.93
RFSU Communciations
CSO Activism for Sexual Rights | 5 capacity Enhancing 20,819.06 15,179.73 5,639.33
in Asia Pacific
Core Grant (Year 2018 - 2022) . Mobilizing Regional 13,078.13 11,611.52 1,466.61
Grant period : 1 January 2018 - 31 Advocacy
December 2018 . Organizational 32,718.75 23,193.43 9,525.32
Development
. Coordinating Office and 82,313.75 77,251.73 5,062.02
Network Facilitation
. Audit 1,093.75 1,093.75 -
. Financial administration 12,632.81 9,294.72 3,338.09

services

Total

Australian Embassy in Bangkok
Direct Aid Programme (DAP)
Strengthening the Leadership of
Marginalized Women and Girls
Grant period: 1 January 2018 - 31
December 2018

. Strengthening the

Leadership of Key HIV
Affected Women
Workshop

10,624.63

Total

10,624.63
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APA would like to extend warm thanks to:

Australian
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